MENOMINEE INDIAN TRIBE OF WISCONSIN

P.O. Box 910
Keshena, Wi 54135-0910

February 23, 1999

UWA Working Group
401 M Street (4503F)
Washington, DC 20460

Dear UWA Workgroup,

Enclosed is the final Unified Watershed Assessment of the Menominee Indian Tribe of
Wisconsin (MITW). This UWA was prepared under guidelines and timelines set by the
UWA workgroup. Menominee Indian Tribe collaborated on the production of this
assessment with the BIA Minneapolis office. This assessment is the result of the range of
technical and planning analyses completed by the MITW Environmental Services
Department to implement a program of preservation and protection of the watershed area.

Correspondence related to this project can be directed to:
Jeremy Pyatskowit, Environmental Technician
Heather Seitzer, Environmental Technician
Environmental Services Department
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
P.O.Box 910
Keshena, WI 54135

Tel: (715) 799-6150
Fax:(715) 799-6153

email: seitzer/@altavista.net
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MITW, Tribal Chairman
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Cc. Betty Jo Wozniak, MITW Tribal Administrator
Mary Manydeeds, BIA
Dan Cozza, EPA
Gary Schuuettpelz, Director, ESD



Addendum to Final Watershed Assessment

Background

The Menominee Indian Reservation occupies 235,000 acres in northeast Wisconsin(See
map enclosed). The land is currently 95% forested being under sustained yield
management. The water resources available to tribal members include 50 + lakes and
350 miles of rivers and streams. Historically, the Menominee Indian Tribe occupied
Northeastern Wisconsin. Their subsistence relied heavily on Wild Rice (Zizania

“aquatica) and Lake Sturgeon (Acipenser fulvescens) from the Wolf River. The Wolf
River has been congressionally designated a Wild and Scenic River within the
Menominee Reservation. Tribal ordinances have been established to protect the integrity
of Reservation waters.

The Menominee Reservation features some of the best-managed forested land within the
Great Lakes Basin. Today the Reservation contains an abundance of pristine water
resources, any with little or no connected to development. At the surface, reservation
waters drain into Lake Michigan via the Wolf River in the Lower Green Bay basin and
the Oconto River Watershed in the Upper Green Bay Basin. Water quality management
within the reservation has direct impact in the water quality conditions of Lake Michigan.

Hydrologic Unit Code # Basin Name
04030202 Wolf River
04030104 South Branch of the Oconto River

The Wolf River is designated under Category III which are watersheds with pristine and
sensitive waters. This designation is prioritized as watershed that need protection.

The South Branch of the Oconto River and the West Branch of the Wolf River are under
Category IV because there is not enough existing data. More data needs to be collected
in these areas to allow for proper management practices.

Summary

There exists great potential for future preservation/protection of watershed areas. The
installation of the best management practices and intensive monitoring programs will
result in improvements and maintaining high water quality.



Activities in the Wolf River Watershed determine the water conditions of the River
within the Reservation. New and existing activities that affect the Upper Wolf River
Basin include, but are not limited to, agriculture practices, including pesticide application
and water withdrawal; forestry activities; recreational activities; impoundment’s; wetland
drainage; point and nonpoint pollution sources; and a major proposal by the Cradon
Mining Co. to construct a large scale hardrock mine on a massive sulfide ore deposit in
the headwaters of the Wolf River.

Our watershed priorities include: establishment of data base for the Wolf River
Watershed area, prevention of degradation, investigate potential impacts ie.. groundwater
interaction. More adequate data is needed for the West Branch of the Wolf River and the
South Branch of the Oconto River. Without this data proper management practices
cannot take place.



Menominee Indian Tribe Watershed Assessment

The watershed assessment done by the Menominee Tribe (Tribe) is in conjunction with
the Department of Natural Resources and the Natural Resource Conservation Service
who is taking the lead for the State of Wisconsin in accordance with the Clean Water

Action Plan.

Geographic Scope

The watershed assessment addresses the three main watersheds on the Menominee Indian
Reservation. They are divided between the DNR’s Wolf River GMU and the Upper
Green Bay GMU. The assessments address the waters as they exist on the Reservation

and upstream from the exterior boundaries.

Priority Watersheds
Watershed Designation Reason
Wolf River Category III The Wolf River is designated a Wild and
Scenic River within the boundaries of the
Menominee Indian Reservation.

West Branch of the Category IV Sufficient data does not exist.

Wolf River
South Branch of the Category IV Sufficient data does not exist.

Oconto River
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South Branch Oconto River (GB06) Watershed
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Minneapolis Area Office - Wisconsin Tribes' Watershed Assessments
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Minneapolis Area Office - Wisconsin Tribes' Watershed Assessments

[ . Em»mwmﬂ.mn Om..m@o:w.mco:
~ Overall Priority

M
]

]

—
'

07/30/98

Soil Erosion 2
ﬁ __TRI (Toxic Release inv.)

NPDES :

S Landfills | T
Oc_nc,_‘m_ Concerns .

Wetland restoration

Marsh restoration |
Habltat restoration | =
Wild rice restoration g
~Lakeshore ..mmnoﬂmm_,mm -
Aquatic restoration| - A

)

! £
“Fish Advisorles| |
-~

—~d

Channelization| |_,

Hydrologic afteration -
Mining
Superfund Site
. mi.uio:
Contaminated sediment

E@&K:.m,.q .m.:a endangered species
| Blological community disturbance

Suspended sediment !
R . Metals|
: Nutrients ((nitrogen, phosphorus) .

~_ Chiorophyli a

PCBs

ﬂ; >38.m:_m
. Oxygen depletion

- mmn._mmlm

~ Turbidity|
e __Mercury
ﬁ. o ~ Dioxins |

Aot ont SN NN SO NN N S

AR O T 10 S T TSR T N N [ (S S T

i
i~

Watershed Common Name

Upper Fox

Wolf
Lake Winnebago

Pike-Root
‘Milwaukee

f
}
1

Lower Fox

m_Lake Michigan

|4030204

HUC
4030201
4030202
4030203
Southweste
4040002
14040003

$3D|A19S |DJUIWIOHAUT OVW- VId

n

‘Lake Michigan

!U_pper St. Croix
iNamekagon
Lower St. Croix

|Rush-Vermillion

.r Basin

.

7030002
7030005

.QLQJ')(B_'N

17030001
(7040001,

|Upper Mississippi- Black- Rool Basi

INortheastern Lake Michigan

14060200

Page 2 of 5



